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Chitefbe tbe 68tee. - 
WOMEN. 

At the Aninial Meet- 
ing  of the TVomeii’s 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n %  
Society, held last week 

. at Claston Hall, at which 
Lady Strachey preyided, 
Niss Dendy, Kd., 
moved) ancl Miss Adler, 
L.L.C., seconded, t h e  

following resolution, which mas cai*ried. skronrr , n reasons being advanced in its support : - 
I ‘  This meeting is of opinion tbat there is a. press- 

ing need for the pai&ipat.ion of women with 
in  the administintion of t h e  law with regard to 
persons cei.tifi& 8si insane, and with regard to all 
other  persons  IT^ are inentally defective,’ land re- 
commends t h a t  the h r d  Chancellor be niemoiialieed 
to appoint I& woman as Lunacy Caminision&.,’ 

Afis. Greenwood then explained t h e  present 
position of women in  the Public Health Service, 
and t h e  following resolution, moved by Mns. &Iait- 
land, was also carried : - 
“ This meeting is of opinion that ,  a i t h  sl view to 

securing the  continued efficiency of ~vomeii employed 
officially by Public Health Aiithoritiew, all women 
appoi’nted €or $110 work of health viflting should 
have the qualifimtioii and statiis of Sanita1-y In- 
s11ectors, as well suitable nun: . pli f imtions.  ’ 

A Bill ( I  to enable Local A d i . m t i e s  under t h e  
Notification of Bir ths  Act, 1907, t o  appoint Health 
Visitors,” has  been introduoed into t h e  House of 
Commons by &Ir. John Burns. The fear seemed 
t o  be entertained t h a t  the Health Visitors to  be 
iippointe& would have only an advisory position, 
whereas Women Sanitary Inspectors have the  
power .ancl responsibility of enforcing laivs. 

-- 
Mim Aillia Rogstad, the first woman to t l a h  her 

seat in  the Norwegian Storthing, was appointed ta 
‘( deputy )’ acwrding to the  Noiwegian custom in 
1909. The filst i*cproE;entative being ‘ a k t  on 
b & V Q  last W& Miss Rogfitarl took w. The 
Daily Mail’s oorrespondent rep& that after t h e  
opeiiing of the session t h e  Pcesidmt (Spealwr), Mr. 
Hsllvoison, mm10 !a spewh, while a11 t h e  m e m h l s  

days in  the  h i s h y  ~f Norway. 
st4md. It iv-, he , one of the  most iniportant 

Fix tarn fiil4t time, he observd, B woman was 
Siikkng in the Stmthiag, and though t h e  membere 
were not unanimoiw that. this was the  right moment 
for such tan innovation, he ivas convinced t h a t  ppo&- 

terity wouIcl r e g a d  it I&S a reform which brought 
honour IN t h e  country, .and, further, that the pro- 
cress of t h e  cpuntry would ‘benefit by it. 
Premier and a number of other members then 
greeted Miss Ra&d. Her  houee i5 filled with 
flowers sen t  by pli t ioal  admirels, and she ltas re- 
ceived numewus telegrams fiwm many prts  of the 
world. 

The’ 

.MEDICAL AID FOR NECESSITOUS 
GENTLEWOMEN. 

A meeting in support of the Medical d i d  Society 
for  Necessitous Gentlewomen was held by tlie kind- 
ness of Lady Hillingdon a t  6, P a r k  Place, St. 
Janies’s, on Tiiesday, Xarch 21st. Sir Anderson 
Critchett presided, and t h e  spealrers included t h e  
Bishop of Loudon, Nrs. Waggett, and Mrs. 
Bhurice Glynn. 

T,he Chairman said t h a t  he had had the p iv i lege  
of  belonging t o  t h e  medical staff of t h e  Society for  
several years, and  could bear testimony t o  t h e  
gratitude of many of these poor ladies, who through 
ill health and poverty had  sunk into a slough of 
despond, bu t  had been rescued through its inter- 
vention. 

Some had had serious surgical operations, and 
were provided for comfdrtably in nursing homes 
dming their illness, and lately it had been decided 
t h a t  where the patients lived f a r  from London, to 
provide theni with meclical assistance i n  their  omn 
neighbourhood. 

The Society tried ita best 1337 kindness, courtesy, 
and consider~ation t o  assist every WSQ that came 
under its care. Ho said, if only it could be more 
widely Iinomn, he  was siire they mould not  lack 
funds. The organisation was splendid, owing t o  
tIi9 egorts of t.heir Hon. Secretary, Miss Green. 

Mrs. 3Iaurice Glynn then presented the reports 
of the  Committee and Physician. On0 of t h e  
Society’s most useful efforts seems t o  lie in t h e  
dental treatment, niany patients having been pro- 
vided v i t h  artificial teeth, and thus  virtually cured 
of indigestion and its kindred troubles. 

Several ladies during t h e  year have been en- 
ahled ’to obtain much needed rest ancl. dhange i n  
convalescelit homes. . 

The Bishop of London, i n  moving and eloquent 
woids, urged t h e  claims of the Society upon his 
‘hearers. HQ said that suffering human it,;^ m-as all 
around crying for  help, a n d  those who did not 
Irnon it w r e  Iiviag in a fool’s paradise. He gave 
illnstrations of two distressiiig cases of sick and al- 
mmt  destitute ycntleivomen, which had lately come 
binder Bis own notice, and said that ,  t.hanlra t o  t h e  
help of some benevolent people, one of them was 
now enjoying tlie bciiefit of two trained nurses, 
ancl t h a t  iinless help had Iwen forthcoming she 
must certainly have died. H e  said, “ W e  come on 
t o  a principle t l ia t  goes doivii very deep. Why arc 
there  rich and poor? ” 

The only satisfactory explanation t o  his mind 
was, t h a t  the  minority held their posseslions i n  
t r u s t  t o  pass tliem on t o  others. Otlierwise they 
could not defend their position as Christians. He 
imagined t h a t  one (Jf thc first question.; a t  t h e  filial 
judgment mould lic, “ \I‘lierc is your poorer 
sister 2 ” L c t  us not be drircn or forccd,” he 
said, ‘ I  for it is a lovely ~vork.” Let  u s  remenihcr 
nothing belongs to 11s by right, and give not  i n  
pity or as charity, Init iis a right demanded front 
11s. Riches were perhaps given to  some t h a t  t.hey 
might learn unselfishnes, and withheld from 
other3 t h a t  they might know t h e  power of love. 

Mrs. Waggett said tha t  whilc tlio magic words 
Eas t  End ” syex mire of a syn~pnthetic response, 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME046-1911/page234-volume46-25thmarch1911.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME046-1911/page236-volume46-25thmarch1911.pdf

